SITE LOCATIONS - MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD

A MILESTONE FOR GRAVEYARD PRESERVATION AND PERPETUITY

Monumental breakthrough gives credibility to our
efforts and organization and opens many doors for
networking with others to accomplish our goals, The mission
statement of the Berks County Association for Graveyard
Preservation is to preserve and maintain historic Berks
County graveyards. A historic graveyard, as defined by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, is one that has a burial at
least one hundred years old and has not had a burial in the
past fifty years, nor are more intended. When governing
bodies were unaware of graveyard sites prior to land
development, we ran a risk of desecration of this evidence
from our early history. Most historic graveyards here in
Berks date back to colonial times. Since state laws already
on the books give us the support to protect these sites and
now the Berks County Planning Commission joins us in
pinpointing, notifying and distributing these site locations, we
can clearly have in place the nucleus for a most effective and
all-inclusive preservation effort. Our board members realized
we had found the perfect vehicle to develop and promote an
effective preservation policy. To have the location of these
historic grave sites on public record by the Berks County
Planning Commission and to have all sites flagged on deeds
in the recorder’s office is a monumental accomplishment.

Pilot Program

We are a pilot program and share information and
procedures with other counties. This combined effort of the
various County Offices and the Berks County Association for
Graveyard Preservation is a great example of Berks County’s
leadership and historic concern. We can build upon this
accomplishment. Berks County’s Comprehensive Plan is in
the developmental phase and inclusion for us in this
development is highly desirable.

If related business and professional groups will help
s plan we can make this success story even more effective.
A release similar to this is planned for the newsletter of the
Berks County Bar Association and the Reading/Berks
Realtors Association, We will also try to communicate
effectively with surveyors and those involved in title
scarching. Working and planning together we can truly

develop effective procedures and guidelines.

Disclosure Essential

Having the location of sites of county historic
graveyards on public record serves as a very available official
source for disclosure information. This information must be
included in disclosure information because it is against the
law to desecrate and/or destroy a historic graveyard and also
because the presence of the site could affect the price of the
property. Suggested from a surveyor is the idea that in the
case of a subdivision, this would be a great opportunity to
plan to insure access to the site. We know there are clavses
in many deeds referring to the existence and preservation of
historic graveyards. If title companies would expand the
search chain for the sites, particularly the ones without
visible surface evidence, we could expand the research base.

Only about half of the suggested 300 historic sites
still have visible surface evidence. The sites with no visible
evidence are usually the ones threatened by development.
Likely with more exposure additional sites will be reported
and can be surveyed and researched. Many of the sites of
these historic graveyards are located on farmland. Since
much of the farmland is being developed, it has become
immediately pressing that all graveyards be honored and
preserved before further loss. Growth and gravevard
preservation can be mutually accommodated. Our association
will work with governing agencies and the land management
companies to help get plan approval and to prevent breaking
the law and causing a "site" to be descerated or fost.

Our association is not an enforcement agency. We
have been researching the relative laws and case records and
consulting with the District Attorney of Berks County and
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission whose
mission statement is the Commonwealth’s memory, telling
Pennsylvania's story, safeguarding the tangible remains of
our past, and serving present and future generations as the
state’s official history agency,

Berks County graveyards are a umique historic
resource that is a part of our early heritage and culture.
Please join with us and share in the pride of preservation.



























