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PRESERVE OUR PAST, CREATE OUR FUTURE - BERKS - A HISTORIC MILLENNIUM COUNTY

ASSOCIATION RELEASES HANDBOOK OF HISTORIC FAMILY GRAVEYARDS

This 280 page unbound informational publication
was compiled by Jacqueline B. Nein, Cynthia Jimenez and
Joan Texter and will be available at our March 9th general
meeting at Lorane Elementary School Cafeteria at 7 P.M.
The cost of the book is 825 plus tax and $3.50 F. & H.
Orders received or books sold before March 10 will be
discounted to $22 plus tax for PA residents, Included are 310
sites: 125 without surface evidence. Information includes over
200 site pictures, township maps with locations of all sites
with and without surface evidence, history and evaluation of
the sites and inscriptions. After March 10 copies will be
available at the Recorder of Deeds Office on the third floor
of the Berks County Services Center, the Berks County
Historical Society and the Berks County Conservancy. Other
organizations, townships and/or businesses who wish to sell
books on consignment should contact the association office.

This compilation is dedicated to our ancestors and
to the precious heritage and culture they initiated for us in
Berks County. Many individuals have been involved in a
continuing commitment to discovering and preserving
information about our early history and the early families
who traveled to America seeking out a better way of life, a
life of freedom and liberty and opportunity. This compilation
is also dedicated to the many genealogists and historians who
have added to the volume of information so industriously:
researching, compiling, recording and/or sharing the
information with others. To share with others is the true
essence of our heritage.

ACENOWLEDGEMENTS

This publication would not have been possible
without the Berks County Association for Graveyard
Preservation and the many people who contributed so
generously of their time, energies and their expertise. The
organization was formed in 1993 and incorporated in 1994,

In this short span of time the preservation activities
and accomplishments of this organization are impressive, and
the inclusion of the location of each historic grave site on
public record is likely the single greatest accomplishment.

In 1997 representatives of the Association met with
Ellic Antione, Berks County Recorder of Deeds (o request
her assistance in preventing the obliteration and desecration
of any more historic family graveyards. As possible avenues
were explored, and other county departments contributed
ideas, we had a plan in place for recording the location of
these sites and having them readily available as a matter of
public record. The Berks County Planning Commission uses
parcel identification numbers (P..N.). The Recorder of
Deeds needed deed book and page numbers. Collecting this
information for each site was no small task. Ninety percent
of this information was made available to us by the uatiring
efforts of many township officials and employees. We
strongly encourage cach township to buy their own copy and
to become a member of the BCAGP, The process provides
[or continual updating through our annual newsletter.
Sites with surface evidence are obvious, and we
appreciate and thank the land owners who have cooperated
and protected these sites. The location of many sites without
surface evidence came as a surprise to many other land
owners. All of these sites were found because research and
historic documenis and records gave evidence or clues to
their mtﬂnce Lurtaml}- Laurel Miller's 1992 publ:catmn A

served as the primary source of information, pulting mgﬂlhﬂr
in one publication the works of so many earlier researchers,

Local township historians serving as guides for field
trips enabled our evaluators to locate many unmarked sites
and to identify and meet and,/or confer with the owners.

The Berks County Association for Graveyard
Preservation is grateful for the tremendous suppori they
have received from the entire Berks County community.
Networking with other non-profit organizations and
government officials has enabled us to achieve cur
preservation and protection efforts much more quickly,
Thank vou, Berks County! The Association looks forward to
your continued support and cooperation,



























