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Barnet (Bernet) Peter
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The Barnet Peter family graveyard is located in the back of Berks
Memorial Gardens Cemetery in Maidencreek Township. Many
years ago there was a combination of vandalism and tree damage
done to all but one stone in the graveyard. Unsuccessful attempts
were made to put them together in the past. Paul Schuman, who
has volunteered to maintain the graveyard, made great strides in
cleaning away growth and debris, and carefully excavating many
more stone fragments. We approved the funds to chip out and re
point the walls inside and out and remove a tree that was bending
the wall . For the last few months we have been working on
cleaning the pieces and putting the puzzle together and have
made great progress. We desperately need photos of this grave-
yard prior to the destruction to guide us in our preservation efforts.
We are still hoping to recover more buried pieces. While reading
the old German was a big aid in solving the puzzle, this was not al-
ways an option. We then examined the textural qualities (i.e. grain
and granularity) of the individual pieces and measured their depth
at points of contact.
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Daniel Bernet, Maria (Lies) Bernet

Veteran of The Revolution

9 ¢hildren

Abraham Peter Susanna Bernet Schmeck
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Letter FROM LES

After retiring, one of my first pur-
suits was researching my ances-
try. | approached this as a nov-
ice. Relatives had provided me
with male lines for both paternal
grandparents and for one mater-
nal grandparent back to their
ancestors arrival in the 1700s,
but just about everything else
was missing. As | quickly real-
ized, there were hundreds of
families in my ancestry for which
| knew nothing.

| found abundant resources at
the Berks Historical and Genea-
logical Societies. Among these
were the Genealogical Guide to
Berks County Private Cemeteries
(1992) by Laurel Miller and oth-
ers, and Epitaphs (1999) by Jac-
gueline Nein, Joan Texter, and
Cynthia Jimenez, and published
by BCAGP. These books con-
tained tombstone readings from

private cemeteries in Berks County,
and were quite helpful to me in fill-
ing gaps in my ancestry.

| believe it was the fall of 2007
when | noticed in the Reading Ea-
gle an upcoming rededication of
the High -Hoch graveyard in Cumru
township, the walls of which had
recently been rebuilt under the aus-
pices of BCAGP. | attended this
event. The graveyard is located on
land of the Western Berks Landfill. It
highlighted for me how the times
have changed our surroundings.
From a
hill above
I the

BN grave-

“% yard

_ were sce-
|| nic vistas
looking
into
Reading,

at Neversink mountain and the
Schuylkill River, and towards
Birdsboro. | thought of people
standing at the same spot 250
years ago and thinking what a
magnificent location this is.

As | filled in my genealogy and
found connections to many
families, | felt an urge to see
where these people had settled.
Since | knew | had ancestors in
historic graveyards, joining
BCAGP and volunteering for its
activities was a way to locate
and see where many of them
lived, see some of their homes,
and visit their burial sites. Many
were in similarly scenic locations
as the High-Hoch graveyard.
Not only has this satisfied a de-
sire to connect to my ancestors,
but it has given me exercise and
outdoor activities that | enjoy.

Les Rohrbach is President of BCAGP and very active in both the organizational aspects and the hands

on odown and dir

in Berks and is an avid hiker and genealogist.

ty in the

graveyardo
You can contact Les at: 610

activities
-323-1703
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Veteran Highlight

The Nein family graveyard
(see page 9) is the final
resting place of Daniel
Nein, a Revolutionary War
veteran. Born Feb. 4, 1755,
he was in his early twen-
ties when he served in the
Berks County Militia in
1777-1778. He was home
in Oley for at least part of
that service since he mar-
ried Ester Bertolet in De-

cember of 1777. With the
rank of Private, Daniel
was assigned to the 1
Battalion, 7" Company
(comprised of men from
the eastern side of Oley)
under the command of
Captain Daniel Reiff. On

by Karla Hummel

May 31, 1844, Daniel
Nein passed away

Karla Hummel is a BCAGP Board
member, and former US ARMY Air
Defense Atrtillery Officer
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The greater part of the work
being done by the BCAGP is
restoration and conservation
of the several hundred family
graveyards in Berks County.
In addition to the physical la-
bor, there is also much re-
search and documentation
that needs doing. ldealisti-
cally, we would like to com-
plete a title search on each of
the graveyards, going from
the present back to a Penn
Grant. This research estab-
lishes who the tract belonged
to through the generations
and which families might be
buried in them. There is also
a need to determine if there is
a separate deed to the burial
ground or if itis mentioned
in a deed to a larger tract. A

Epitaphs

Epitaphs was published by
BCAGP in 1999 by Jacque-
line Nein, Cynthia Jimenez
and Joan Texter. The 270

page (including indexes)
loose bound book is
packed full of information

Doing the Deed

right -of-way, or an easement,
that provides access to the
burial ground, is another vital
piece of information we look
for.

This kind of title search, to es-
tablish a chain of title and un-
cover any exceptions to the
deed, istime consuming. Itis
sometimes made more difficult
by the number of deeds in the
chain that were not recorded
for many years after the trans-
fer or in some cases not re-
corded at all. Couple that with
the need to learn deed -speak,
including legalese and ancient
phrases, along with decipher-
ing some not so stellar copies,
requires a true deed detective.
There are many twists and
turns in the process, but in the

on the Berks historic fam-
ily graveyards. You can
still buy the original ver-
sion of the book through
the mail or in person at a
meeting for $25.00 plus
tax and shipping
charges. Over the years
some mistakes have been
noted and additional in-
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end it is very educational and
very rewarding to complete the
task.

We are always looking for volun-
teers, with a driving curiosity,
who are interested in learning to
do the deed. | will be more than
happy to share what | have
learned and perhaps you could
teach me a trick or two.

Betty Burdan
bjburdan@dejazzd.com.

Betty is an accomplished genealogist
and researcher, who maintains an
extensive personal library of histori-
cal documents . We are pleased to
have Betty join our board this year.

-THE BOOK

formation has surfaced.
Karla Hummel has volun-
teered to be
addi tions or
that at such time as we re-
publish, it can be enhanced.

Karla can be reached at:
notamuggle @hotmail.com

More information on order-
ing is on our website.
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