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Another wall has been completed at the Hoch  

burial ground in Richmond Township.  There 

is a small wall on the left side of the gate that 

is crumbling and the back has not been done.  

Funding will be needed to complete this    

project.  We did 3 walls in the last few years.  

SEE PAGE 2 
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HOCH 

Jacob Scholl 
 

One of the graveyards worked on during our last cleanups was the Hoch, in Richmond 

Township.  A veteran marker for the less frequently seen War of 1812 distinguishes the 

final resting place of Jacob Scholl. 

 

Jacob Scholl, born in 1774, was one of nine children born to native born settlers.        

Although his parents would later move on, Jacob was baptized, married and lived all his 

life in Richmond and Ruscombmanor Townships. He can be found, surrounded by the 

same families as in the Hoch cemetery in the 1810, 1820, 1830, 1840 and even 1850 

census records. 

 

Maybe thatôs why, with a lifetime in Berks County, in 1814 he joined the Pennsylvania 

Militia.  He left behind at least three children and his wife Anna. Luckily, Jacob had a 

son, Johannes, who was 15, to help the family in his absence. 

 

He enlisted as a private in Captain Theophilus Hughesô Company, of the First Regiment 

under Colonel Jeremiah Shappel.  They formed at York in September of 1814 and served until the end of the war in March of 

1815.  The regiment was made of men from Schuylkill, Berks, Lancaster and Bucks counties. 

 

Governor Simon Snyder gathered and sent the Pennsylvania Militia to Philadelphia and then toward Baltimore and beyond.  

Washington DC was burned by the British in August of 1814 with raids and battles along the Patuxent and Potomac Rivers that 

fall. President Monroe called for more men to help keep off the British. Letters detail that Pennsylvania men answered the call, 

but often without weapons, as what was available and stored in Carlisle had already been distributed. Soldiers spent the winter in 

crowded tents, undersupplied in a war that luckily for them was turning out to be too much of a drain on Britainôs resources, al-

ready depleted from fighting Napoleon. 

 

February of 1815 brought the news that the Treaty of Ghent ending the war had been signed back in December.  By March, the 

men were sent home. 

 

Jacob Scholl returned to the Richmond and Ruscombmanor area.  Censuses show his home full of young people, as he had ten 

children. Benjamin Parks, also buried in the Hoch Cemetery, is his neighbor for decades. The last information found prior to his 

death in 1851 is in the 1850 census. 

 

He lived his final years surrounded by family.  His daughters Lovina (yet unmarried), Sarah Wyandt and her daughter Catherine, 

Esther Miller and her two sons Lucan and Jacob are all in his home. His occupation, even at 76, is a hotelkeeper, with property 

valued at over $6700! His neighbor is his son, William, now married and a merchant with property of his own. Williamôs own 

son is only 16 and listed as a salesman. One more house down is his daughter Esther and her husband John Schlegel, a tailor.  

Their son Jacob is also already listed as a tailor at age 16. 

 

Jacob Scholl began as the grandson of immigrants, served his county and 

left his family prosperous and well cared for.  BCAGP is happy to help 

maintain his grave. 

Lara Thomas 

Secretary, BCAGP 

We have been fortunate to have received financial assistance from the Jacqueline Nein Trust to fund the 

majority of this wall rebuild.   Keith Schaeffer has done a beautiful job.  It would be wonderful to be able 

to totally finish, but funding just is not coming in .  If anyone with a particular interest in  this burial 

ground could work on looking for other  funding possibilities it would be a huge help.  David Schlegel 

has been mowing this and several others himself for a few years now.  If you would like to take a turn or 

give him a hand and work with him, we can put you in touch with him to co -ordinate.     
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When Nicholas Lesher, age 12 from Troop 154 Bellemans asked if we 

had community service for him, the answer was an affirmative!  His 

community service is to help achieve his 2nd  class rank in his Boy 

Scout troop.    His timing couldn't have been more perfect as the 

tombstones in the Reber  burial ground, which is 

only a few miles from where his troop meets, 

needed the final treatment with D/2 biocide.  He 

showed  his  leadership skills by  recruiting his 

twin sister Angela  to help as well.  We had a tiny 

amount of a special cleaner that is safe for tombstones called  Orvus which he 

used to clean one he selected as the most needy of cleaning, before they treated 

every stone with D2 biocide.  It was a perfect age- appropriate job for a preteen 

and they both got to see the stonemason at work on the side wall.  Both children helped several years 

ago to spray stones  at the Herman/Sassaman burial ground so they were already skilled.  We       

always appreciate the time spent and hope this keeps them interested in historic preservation.               

Work is progressing on the side wall of the Reber in Penn Township.  Thank you to everyone that has 

contributed, as this is a huge expense and a big project.  It isn't easy to raise money to repair historic 

family burial grounds.  Thank you to Pat Reber for rallying the family support  to help get this done!  

Nick Lesher Scout Community Service  


