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Hechler Esterly

The third wall is com-
plete! We expect the
last wall to be started
N N the fall. Please con-
tinue to send your con-
tributions toward this
project!
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eil Scheidt and Keith Schaffer for their work
clearing the weeds recently!

John and Sharon Carmello worked hard last season to keep the

weeds under control. Their efforts have made it possible to get in

without fighting the Sumac this year so the walls can be worked on.

The walls have been repaired where needed, the gate now works

properly, and slate caps are installed to prolong the life of the stone
walls.
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We are often asked to look at a graveyard to offer our in-
sight to what is nheeded to restore and preserve. We had
been to the Rothermel burial ground before and al-
though the walls are falling, it was always nicely mowed
and seemed tended.

So when the Rothermel Family Association officers con-
tacted us about their family burial ground on W. Walnut
Tree Drive, we made some time. The group is hoping to
restore the burial ground of their ancestors.

We always try to talk to the neighbors when we do a visit
for information gathering, as there Is usually a lot of good
background information to be learned . After photo-
graphs and measurements were taken, we went for a
walk in the neighborhood.

Some time in the future, | am sure you will be hearing
more on the Rothemel graveyard, as we meet with asso-
ciation/family members. But for now | want to talk
about someone who is NOT a family member and is NOT
a property owner of a family burial ground .

We discovered from neighbors ,that at least for several
years, it was neighbor Stanley Deeds, that has been lov-
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From Stanley's window, he can see the burial ground and
has made it his project when he saw it was not being

tended. Stan never sought payment or attention, but his
neighbors knew exactly who was tending the graveyard.

Stanley was thrilled to hear the family wants to do work
on restoring it! He is not alone. Although this is the
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When the Rothemel farm was subdivided and sold for
the Walnut Manor development, this cemetery was writ-
ten into the subdivision plans, with an easement for ac-
cess and maintenance.

In a deed recorded in 1941, sellers provided that the
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ever to the enclosed graveyard. (DB 863 p 441)

And so, this PA Historic Burial Ground is nestled amongst
houses in a nice development in Maidencreek Township.
You can see it from the street if you know where to look.
The original Rothermel home/farm with some acres is a
short walk away. Even though the Rothermels have
moved from the farm, the burial ground is protected un-
der PA Historic Burial Grounds laws, but really has also
been protected by the neighbors, especially Stanley.
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no fanfare or reward.

Anne Wagner awagner615@aol.com




